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Eight years ago, I went to a Goodwill store over my lunch hour and perused their book 

section. I bought an old book published in 1899 by a German Capuchin priest [Fr. Martin Von 

Cochem] titled, The Four Last Things – Death, Judgement, Hell, and Heaven. This past week I 

found that book and saw the receipt still in it. I was a big spender. The receipt showed that I paid 

$1.24. 

On the back cover of the book I read, “It has been the practice of the Catholic Church to 

recommend the meditation on the ‘four last things – on death, Judgement, Hell, and Heaven.’ 

For, keeping these sobering aspects of human destiny ever before our eyes, we will be that much 

less likely to fall into mortal sin and thus be lost eternally.” 

The final chapter of the book is titled, “On the Number of the Saved”, the subject of 

today’s gospel. The chapter contains many scripture references and comments from saints on the 

difficulty of entering heaven, and of the importance to follow Jesus’ words heard today, “Strive 

to enter through the narrow gate.” 

I sent this chapter out to the guys in my men’s group to discuss sometime. At the meeting 

you could really feel tension about what I shared, particularly from one of the guys. The tension 

from him seemed directed at me, for sharing the chapter, and that it contained ideas that he 

thought understated God’s mercy. The chapter created good conversation for the group. 

The author of that old book said that he hoped the readers would not be discouraged by 

his words, but rather be motivated to work out their salvation, and be helped in opening their 

eyes, showing them the danger. 

Tension can be helpful. It is more common in life than we might realize. We experience 

tension in our relationships and definitely in our spiritual life. It exists in the gospels too. We 

heard tension last week (I have come to set the earth on fire and father will be divided against his 

son and a son against his father …) and today (many will attempt to enter through the narrow 

gate and will not be strong enough to enter). 

We heard the disciples wonder what the chances are for getting to heaven, but Jesus did 

not answer their question. He turned the focus from curiosity about the salvation of others to 

concern about one’s own salvation. 

Jesus desired the disciples to ask the question that the jailer asked St. Paul in Philippi. 

“What must I do to be saved?” And Jesus desires that you and I ask the same question. “What 

must I do to be saved?” 
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There is tension when we turn spiritual questions about others back upon ourselves. It is 

very clear from Jesus’ teaching, there is a hell as well as a heaven. And he tells us to strive, 

because not all will be saved.  

We must strive continuously for our salvation. Consider the old saying, “Pray as if 

everything depends on God, and work (or strive) as if everything depends on you.”  

There is tension when we hear Jesus tell us to strive, because we know that God is 

infinitely merciful. We must guard against the danger of having a false sense of security, to rely 

on God’s mercy, without striving for the narrow door. 

There is tension when we hear that, being a member of a church, or having known about 

Christ, or hearing him teach, is no guarantee of the reward of heaven. 

Jesus said there were few who found that narrow way, “How narrow the gate and 

constricted the road that leads to life. And those who find it are few.” We must strive to find the 

narrow gate. Strive to know Jesus. Stive to keep all God’s commandments. 

The world and spiritless people deceive themselves with the false hope that heaven is not 

that difficult to attain, or that Christ did not suffer for us for no reason. Or that God is merciful, 

so He would never condemn us to eternal damnation. They deceive themselves and others. They 

are walking on the broad road that leads to destruction, Scripture leaves us no doubt. 

You are not the judge. Just be sure you know the judge yourself. Because when it comes 

to getting into the heavenly banquet, as with some places on earth, it’s not what you know, it’s 

who you know. 

Jesus concludes by telling us that we will be surprised, because some of the first will be 

last and some of the last will be first. So, if you wonder whether someone is going to heaven or 

not, Jesus’ answer to you is likely, mind your own business. Walk with and evangelize others, 

without judging them. 

Remember, God wills that all be saved. When we hear Jesus speak of many who will not 

be saved, we should know that every soul that is not saved is one too many to God. 

We can know this when we hear about the shepherd who left the 99 sheep to get the one 

lost sheep. 99 sheep was not enough saved and even one sheep was too many lost. 

We don’t know how many will be saved. But if you strive each day to enter the narrow 

gate, you can change that number by one. 

 


